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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6591

Passed Legi slature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By Senate Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators Kline, Berkey,
Gordon, Keiser, and Prentice)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to conplaints filed with the human rights
commi ssi on; and anendi ng RCW 49. 60. 240.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA49.60.240 and 1995 ¢ 259 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) Except as provided for in (c) of this subsection, after the
filing of any conplaint, the chairperson of the comm ssion shall refer
it to the appropriate section of the commssion's staff for pronpt
((investigation and ascertainnent of the facts alleged in)) review and
evaluation of the conplaint. |If the facts as stated in the conplaint
do not constitute an unfair practice_under this chapter, a finding of
no reasonabl e cause nmay be nade wi thout further investigation. If the
facts as stated could constitute an unfair practice under this chapter,
a full investigation and ascertainnent of the facts shall be conduct ed.

(b) If_ the conplainant has_ I|limtations_ related_ to_ | anguage
proficiency or cognitive or other disability, as part of the revi ew and
evaluation under (a) of this_subsection, the conm ssion's_staff nust
contact the conplainant directly and make appropriate inquiry of the
conplainant as to the facts of the conpl aint.
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(c) After the filing of a conplaint alleging an unfair practice in
a real estate transaction pursuant to RCW 49. 60. 222 t hrough 49. 60. 225,
the chairperson of the commi ssion shall refer it to the appropriate
section of the commission's staff for pronpt investigation and
ascertainnment of the facts alleged in the conplaint.

(2) The investigation shall be limted to the alleged facts
contained in the conplaint. The results of the investigation shall be
reduced to witten findings of fact, and a finding shall be nade that
there is or that there is not reasonable cause for believing that an
unfair practice has been or is being coonmtted. A copy of ((sa+d)) the
findings shall be provided to the conpl ainant and to the person naned
in such conplaint, hereinafter referred to as the respondent.

(3) If the finding is nmade that there is reasonable cause for
believing that an unfair practice has been or is being conmtted, the
comm ssion's staff shall inmediately endeavor to elimnate the unfair
practice by conference, conciliation, and persuasion.

If an agreenent is reached for the elimnation of such unfair
practice as a result of such conference, conciliation, and persuasion,
t he agreenent shall be reduced to witing and signed by the respondent,
and an order shall be entered by the comm ssion setting forth the terns
of said agreenment. No order shall be entered by the conm ssion at this
stage of the proceedings except upon such witten agreenent, except
that during the period beginning with the filing of conplaints alleging
an unfair practice with respect to real estate transactions pursuant to
RCW 49. 60. 222 through 49.60.225, and ending with the filing of a
finding of reasonable cause or a dismssal by the comm ssion, the
comm ssion staff shall, to the extent feasible, engage in conciliation
W th respect to such conplaint. Any conciliation agreenent arising out
of conciliation efforts by the comm ssion shall be an agreenent between
t he respondent and t he conpl ai nant and shall be subject to the approval
of the conm ssion. Each conciliation agreenent shall be nmade public
unless the conplainant and respondent otherwise agree and the
conmm ssion determ nes that disclosure is not required to further the
pur poses of this chapter.

| f no such agreenent can be reached, a finding to that effect shal
be made and reduced to witing, with a copy thereof provided to the
conpl ai nant and t he respondent.
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(4) The comm ssion may adopt rules, including procedural tinme
requi renents, for processing conplaints alleging an unfair practice
wWth respect to real estate transactions pursuant to RCW 49.60. 222
t hrough 49.60. 225 and which my be consistent with the federal fair
housi ng anendnments act of 1988 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 3601 et seq.), but which
in no case shall exceed or be nore restrictive than the requirenents or

st andards of such act.

Passed by the Senate February 10, 2010.

Passed by the House February 28, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 17, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 17, 2010.
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